Declaration of World Encounter of Indigenous Peoples - Bolivia October 12, 2007

We followed in their footsteps, led by the guides of the government of the administration of Bolivian
President Evo Morales. They showed where, upon approach to the ceremonial precinct of Tiwanaku, the
president elect had walked barefooted upon the Pacha Mama, the Mother Earth. He was to be inducted
ceremonially by the Council of Amautas of Tiwanaku in assumption of his responsibility as
representative of the Aymara Nation, representative of the 500 Year Sruggle of the Indigenous Peoples
of Abya Yala, before assuming the post of President of the Republic of Bolivia.

And now he had returned again, presenting himself before the Council of Amautas of Tiwanaku,
accompanied by Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Menchu and del egations of Indigenous Peoples of
the continent and the world, and from the ancient cradle of the culture of the Confederation of the
Condor, the following:

Mandate of I ndigenous Peoples and Native Nations to the States of the World
Chimoré, Cochabamba - Bolivia, 12th October, 2007

From the heart of South America, on this 12th dayre month of October, 2007, the delegates of
indigenous peoples and native nations of the wbidding met at the World Encounter: “For the
Historic Victory of Indigenous Peoples of the Wdrltb celebrate the approval of the United Nations
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoplesewgress our word:

That at 515 years of oppression and dominatioranednere, they have been unable to eliminate us. We
have faced and resisted policies of ethnocide, @dapcolonization, destruction and pillage as \asl|

the imposition of economic systems such as cagitalcharacterized by interventionism, wars, and
socio-environmental disasters, a system which oogas to threaten our ways of life as peoples.

That as a consequence of neoliberal policies ofidaton of nature, of a quest for easy profitstfo
concentration of capital held in the hands of the &nd the irrational exploitation of natural resas,

our Mother Earth is mortally wounded, while we geinous peoples continue being dislocated from our
territories. The planet is warming. We are livenglimate change without precedent, where socio-
environmental disasters are increasingly strongdmaore frequent, where we are all, without
exception, affected.

That we are endangered by an energy crisis, wher®il Age is about to conclude, without us having
found an alternative clean energy that would stuistit in sufficient quantities so as to mainttie
“Western Civilization” which has made us totallyp@edent on hydrocarbons.

That this situation could be a menace leaving p®sad to the danger of imposed neoliberal policies
unleashing wars for the last drops of the so-cdlladk gold and blue gold, but it could also offierthe
opportunity to make of this new millennium a milkémm for life, a millennium of balance and
complementariness, without having to abuse enevghgsh destroy Mother Earth.

That both, the natural resources as well as thasland territories which we inhabit belong to us by
history, by birth, by right and forever, thus sa@étermination over these is fundamental in order to
maintain our life, science, knowledge, spiritugliyganization, medicine and food sovereignty.

That a new era is beginning and is propelled bigembus native peoples, giving birth to a time of



change, to the time of Pachakuti, (the time thiarns) in times of the culmination of the Fifth Sun

That we salute the approval of the Declaratiorhefnited Nations for the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, which is essential for the survival anti-l&ng of the over 370 millions of indigenous péx
in about 70 countries of the world. After a neartyhyear struggle, our historic demands for thi-se
determination of peoples, the recognition of suath eollective rights is finally being addressed.

The approved Declaration contains a group of pgplesiand norms which recognize and establish
within the international legal framework the fundamtal rights of Indigenous Peoples, which should be
the basis of a new relationship between Indigeaaples, States, societies and cooperation
worldwide. Therefore, aside from the other legatiuments relative to human rights already in
existence, the Declaration is the new normativemadtical basis to guarantee and protect thesight
indigenous peoples in various settings and levels.

We exhort the member countries of the United Nati@and bolster indigenous peoples to fulfill and put
into practice this important instrument of histasignificance. We censor those governments whadvote
against the Declaration of the United Nations far Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and we condemn
their double morality.

That we commit to supporting the history-making&f led by our brother Evo Morales, President of
the Indigenous Peoples of Abya Yala, building a phawinational State. We will remain vigilant ofyan
internal or external threat, to Bolivia and we resfuthe support and solidarity of all peoples ef th
planet for this process, which should serve asxamele so all Peoples, Nations and States of thielwo
can continue on this same path.

Therefore, the Indigenous Peoples and Nationseoivitrld demand the States to fulfill the following
mandates:

1. Construct a world based on the Culture &,Llon identity, philosophy, worldview and the
millenary spirituality of indigenous native peoplapplying the knowledge and ancestral wisdom,
consolidating the processes of exchange and netalietween nations and respecting their self-
determination.

2. Assume national and international decistorsave Mother Earth of the disasters provoked by
capitalism in its' decadence, manifested in glelaiming and the environmental crisis; reaffirmihgtt
native indigenous culture is the only alternativesave our planet earth.

3.  Substitute present models of developmerdgdasn capitalism, commidification, irrational
exploitation of humanity and natural resourcegnergy waste and consumerism, through models
which place life, complementarity, reciprocity, pest of cultural diversity and sustainable use of
natural resources as the main priorities.

4.  Apply national policies regarding Food S@gnty as a main basis of National Sovereignty,
though which the community guarantees the resgats' @wn culture as well as the spaces and own
means of production, distribution and consumptibhealthy and contamination-free food in balance
with nature for the entirgopulation thus eliminating hunger as food is a right te.lif

5. Repudiate plans and projects of the gererati energy such as biofuel as it destroys andeden
food to peoples. We also condemn the use of galigtmodified seeds as they do away with our
millenary seeds and force us to depend on agrostndu

6. Value and foster the role of indigenousvetwomen as the vanguard in the liberation strigygfe
our peoples following the principles of duality,uadjty and equity in the man woman relationship.

7. Assume the Culture of Peace and Life as@dedo resolve the problems and conflicts of theleyo



renouncing to the arms race, and initiating disanerat in order to guarantee the preservation oblife
the planet.

8. Assume just and legal transformations nergde construct systems and means of communication
and information based on our communal worldvievirjtsiality and philosophy, in the wisdom of our
ancestors. Guarantee the recognition of the rghbtnmunication and information of indigenous
peoples.

9. Guarantee the respect and right to lifeltheand bilingual intercultural education, settipgjicies
benefiting indigenous native peoples.

10. Declare as a human right; the right to wate a vital element and a social good for hurganit
which should not be object of profit. Also, promthe use of alternative energies that don't endange
life on the planet, thus guaranteeing access ftoaailc services.

11. Resolve in a co-responsible manner theesapsmigration amongst countries, assuming palicie
of free movement of people to guarantee a worltdiauit borders where there is no discrimination,
marginalization and exclusion.

12. Decolonize the United Nations, and relodstdeadquarters to a territory which will dignit

and express the just aspirations of the Peoplamméaand States of the world.

13. Not criminalize the struggles of indigen@e®ples, or satanize or accuse us of being tetsori
when the peoples reclaim our rights and propodaiew to save life and humanity.

14. Immediately free our indigenous leadersrisgmed in various parts of the world; mainly Leaha
Peltier inthe United States.

The struggle does not stop, resistance for resistaake is over, and our time has come. We proclaim
the 12th of October “Day of the beginning of ouugygles to save Mother Nature”.

>From our families, homes, communities, peoplestiwr we are or are not in government in our
countries, we decide on our own and direct ouridiest we assume the will and responsibility of
Living Well which we inherited from our ancestots,irradiate from the most single and simple to the
most grand and complex, to build in a horizontahfan and amongst all and wholly, the culture of
patience, the culture of dialogue and fundamenth#yCulture of Life.

For the dead, heroes and martyrs who fructifiedligas, with their utopias and aspirations, let's
strengthen our identity, our organizational proeesnd our struggles to achieve the construction of
unity amongst peoples of the world and return far@e, saving life, humanity and planet earth.

We ratify our support to our brother Evo Moralesttte Nobel Peace Prize, for his permanent and
unconditional commitment to service for the goodhomanity, the peoples, the planet and world peace.
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